
 

Parkdale United  

Zoom Book Club  
 

 Saturday, November 14th 

at 10:00 am 

Finding 

Flora 
by Elinor Florence 

From Goodreads:  

“A rollicking historical novel set in turn-of-the-century Alberta about a young woman on the run 
from her abusive husband who uses a legal loophole to claim a homestead in the Wild West — 
perfect for fans of Outlawed and Giver of Stars. 

In 1905, Scottish newcomer Flora Craigie jumps from a moving train to escape her abusive 
husband. Desperate to disappear, she claims a homestead near Alix, Alberta, determined to start 
a new life for herself. She finds that her nearest neighbours are also a Welsh widow with three 
children; two American women raising chickens; and a Métis woman who makes a living by 
breaking in wild horses. 

While battling the harsh environment (and draconian local attitudes toward female farmers), the 
five women grapple with the differences of their backgrounds and the secrets each struggles to 
keep. When their homes are threatened with expropriation by the hostile federal Minister of the 
Interior, the women join forces to “fire the heather,” a Scottish term meaning raising a ruckus. 
And as the competition for land along the new Canadian Pacific Railway line heats up, Flora’s 
violent husband closes in, and an unscrupulous land agent threatens the lives and livelihoods of 
the women just as they’re coming into their own.”  

Join Zoom Meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82432011683?pwd=SEgwSFFlOTRZODVtSmVuYW1vOXNwdz09  
Meeting ID: 824 3201 1683 
Passcode: 284356 

If you’re not able to join the meeting, you are welcome to send your comments about Finding 
Flora to sloanelm@shaw.ca or bethbalshaw@shaw.ca before November 14th so they can be 
shared with the group and included in our next Book Club Newsletter. 
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