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From Amazon:  

“From the award-winning author of Hamnet and The Marriage Portrait: a sweeping family drama 
where a father's disappearance forces three adult siblings to come together and confront what 
they really know about their past.  London, 1976. In the thick of a record-breaking heatwave, 
Gretta Riordan's newly-retired husband has cleaned out his bank account and vanished. Now, for 
the first time in years, the three Riordan children are converging on their childhood home: Michael 
Francis, a history teacher whose marriage is failing; Monica, with two stepdaughters who despise 
her and an ugly secret that has driven a wedge between her and the little sister she once adored; 
and Aoife (pronounced EE-fah), the youngest, whose new life in Manhattan is elaborately 
arranged to conceal her illiteracy. As the siblings track down clues to their father's disappearance, 
they also navigate rocky pasts and long-held secrets. Their search ultimately brings them to their 
ancestral village in Ireland, where the truth of their family's past is revealed. 
Wise, lyrical, instantly engrossing, Instructions for a Heatwave is a richly satisfying page-turner 
from a writer of exceptional intelligence and grace.” 

 

Join Zoom Meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82432011683?pwd=SEgwSFFlOTRZODVtSmVuYW1vOXNwdz09  
Meeting ID: 824 3201 1683 
Passcode: 284356 

If you’re not able to join the meeting, you are welcome to send your comments about Instructions 
for a Heat Wave to sloanelm@shaw.ca or bethbalshaw@shaw.ca before January 10th so they 
can be shared with the group and included in our next Book Club Newsletter. 
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