Summer 2010

Parkdale United News...

We are entering into that season in church life See the summary of the Lenten Learnings
GKFG L t€tA1S G2 OF tt o6workinthis newsletter! R2 gy
when summer warmth draws us to spend
more time outdoors, and less doing the rou-
tine things we do from September to May. |  One of the things | celebrate with you, as a
1y26 6SQNB adGAftft &I A lcongregation, is the very positive decision
G NXYGK G2 | NNAGPSXK2 ¢ Etoproceed with the steps to becomingan { K I (i
it will come. Affirming Ministry. We are the"7congrega-
tion within Calgary Presbytery to do so. This
is an exciting action towards becoming the
The staff is starting to do some winding down, community of faith God calls us to be! | give
too. Nicole Moon and Robert Bossler are draw thanks to you, the people of Parkdale
ing a busy year with the youth to a close. They United for your commitment to being an
each have done wonderful work with the jun- accepting and inclusive community. May we
ior and senior youth, respectively. Nicole will continue to discern and discover how God
be back with us in the fall. We will be saying calls us to live out this commitment.
farewell to Robert, as he plans on attending
theological school. We wish him well on this
new adventure in faith! Blessings,

Tammy

¢KS 1wy {dzyRIFI& Y2NYAy FY
also finishes its season May 30. Many thanks

to Geoff and Sherri Fraser for coordinating the

program, and to all who helped lead. Thanks

also go to those who served on the Youth and

/| KAf RNByQa ! ROA&2NER /

Mike and Judy continue to keep us organized
and ready for action! Their support is vital to - S
the ongoing ministries of this place. I —

Murray and | each have some time off this
summer, and look forward to quieter summer

days to catch up on our reading and reflection ‘—m
time, and of course, do some planning for the i

fall. Good things are in store!
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Council Chatter

Parkdale United is an exciting community of faith!

How fortunate we are to be able to celebrate the wondrous experience of being an evolving faith
community!

Your Council together with a hardworking visionary team has brought your collective wisdom to
light in a new Statement of Mission which now includes our community values and our goals for
the coming year.

Please see pages 6 & 7 of this newsletter.

Affirming Ministry process

At our congregational meeting on May 1. To developa statement of faith This includes a financial contribution of at
16th, 2010, Parkdale voted to become aconcerning the inclusion of bisexuals, least $100 each year to Affirm United;
Affirming Ministryof the United Church transgender individuals, lesbians and gagharing resources and ideas with other

of Canada. men in the life and work of the Ministry, congregations; receipt of a national
So what are the next stens. vou ask? as well as inclusion of all people newsletter "Consensus," and a

pS. Y " regardless of race, age, gender, ability CELEBRATION in worship, where we

etc. receive formal recognition as an
Ny 2. To develop a plan of action for ongoin%fflrmlng Ministry.
® . X . .
N 7 education and dialogue on issues arounw/e'll keep you posted on the
C > being an Affirming Ministry. developments and plans for the party!
I
0 A | 3. To live out our commitment to

" Affirming Ministries, nationally.
« _ 7 (O

Financial Update from the Operations Committee

.8t26 Aa F AdzYYINR 2F tIFINJRIFIfSQa FAYLFYOAFT LIRaAGAZ2Y (G2 (GKS
Total Income $125,665
Total Expenses $128,746
Shortfall $3,081

These results reflect the first four months of 2010. Garage sale proceeds of $5,810 have certainly helped reduce doithgeficit
SYR 2F ! LINAf @ l'd GKS [/ 2y3aANBIFGA2YyQa al NOK 1T FAYFYOALf yy
income item was approved. This faith component is additional to our other fundraising efforts, so please consider making add
tional offerings during 2010 to fulfill the faith component of the budget. Perhaps the church would benefit from part imi-tha
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Green Team Update

Hello everyone!

As mentioned at a couple of Sunday
services, a small group of dedicated
volunteers from our congregation have
been meeting since September 2009 to
review our environmental stewardship
practices and to examine ways in which
our congregation could become more
environmentally friendly.

In April, Church council approved the
implementation of a number of goals and
objectives that the Green team has
proposed in the spirit of environmental
sustainability. The bulk of these items are
very do-able and some will require small

changes in
like to put more recycle containers in
meeting rooms in t

to encourage folks who bring items to the
kitchen to take home tin and plastics for
recycling, wedd I
drop off program in the fall for all of the
leaves that are gathered in our garden, and
with the installation of the large screens in
the sanctuary,
reduced number of bulletins for Sunday
morning worship.

weodd | i

Operations committee will also be
implementing some small changes in our
rental agreement for the church, including
requests to limit the use of bottled water
and styrofoam, and to make available the
use of china dishes by renters.

To move the implementation process
along , we will be posting signage in
appropriate spots around the church as a
reminder to all who use the building to
participate in these small but proactive
changes. We are aiming to have many of
the recommendations in place by the fall
of 2010.

The Green Team also recommended that

pr act i ca enerdyaudit ofahe entirepfacilety,be we

completed. This type of audit has a price
tageassobiaed veithnie amd s raismgetide d
funds for such an undertaking would be
required if we are to proceed. Council has

In May, the Green team has also been
participating in Sunday school education.
Helen Heacock also completed a session
with the youth focused on water
consumption and the garden. We have
discovered that there are funds available
from the national church for youth
initiatives related to green initiatives and
are excited about the possibilities of our
youth participating in this type of project.
Stay tuned!

We look forward to implementing the
recommendations made to date and we
welcome your support and any questions.
Please feel free to talk to any member of
t%e aommittee.

Submitted by,

gus'anli?gfaat (chair) on behalf of the
entire committee, Helen Heacock, Marg

dsked the Operationpconenities to tevieaw Latinar.fand Bev Delong

this recommendation and provide
additional commentary for their
consideration.

ke to ot

pil

Youth Events at Parkdale

pri

ntin

June 5: Calgary Tower Climb (tentative)

June 6: Courageous Compassion

June 13: Choose Justice

June 18: Final Youth Event TBA
June 20: In God's Presence
June 27: Pick Up The Mantle

We are also thinking about organizing a camping trip for the fall as
a welcome back event fdyoth Jr. & Sr. High youth. Please mark
your calendars for tentative possibilities: either Sept:1B7or

Sept. 2426....... !
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Add Your Light

@Thank you to the Faith & Justice Com- | | [ Q& Y 22 NJ T A y I y O Therefore, although financial supports I NJ |
mittee for hosting a terrific lunch on G2 NI} A&S bPupZnnn 7T fromPUC membersis always appreci-

April 28", and to all who attended my ~ Small Loans Program and $30,000 for ated, it is your emotional and spiritual
presentation about the ongoing out- more solar panels and LED lights (for  support that is key to this successful

reach work in the Dominican Republic, Haiti and the D.R.). Those funds will partnership. Thanks for simply being

Haiti and Cuba. The Cuba trip had to be gradually come in over the year, asa  there for me.
postponed due to delays in obtaining  result of presentations done at various

(KS LINELISN] @A&L = 0 churches, Rotary Clubs, etlowever, 2 Tollefson, Director, Add Your Light

there in September. For those who 'RR , 2dzNJ [ AIKGQ&A N t1/
were unable to attend the presenta- is rather special. AYL has officially been '(\ ,

tion, Add Your Light (AYL) newsletters LJ- NIi 2F t !/ Q& YAaa o e ' NJ
are available on the shelves near the  almost twelve years now, and | have LN

church office. attended PUC for the past seven years.

Ushering and Greeting Reminders

Jan Collins will be sending email their dates on their calendardf you the correct names can be printed in the
reminders about one month in advance don't have email, Jan will phone you.  bulletin A new list for
to those who are ushering and 0dates fromSeptember f‘z
greeting. The schedule is done by Isobel f 2010 to June 30, i
: . . need to change your dateContact : \
Parrish one year in advance, so this . . . 2011 will be sent out
others on the list to switch with, then

should help those who forget to write inform the church office of the change Sc)soon.

Please do not contact Isobel or Jan if y

Dear God, | Missed Church Again \

You would think that a 44 year old Gwdzad R2y Qi KI @S GIKS &IAFSXb¢éa DNRILISE A& fds
woman, who has been parentingforoveK SNJ ¥l OS | &4 &4KS Al Y8EG 6 $yi SWKY dzin 8 & Y& F I NI
13 years would be able to organize, YI86S¢é>X L Ydzad SNBR
entice, motivate, bribe, or propel three

quooked at Faven, who now had an
children out the door and get to church WEFGSND G dNY SR 2 dzd as;‘ZnﬁnetﬁcSll mik dfzy’nfbdatké sfleMdNJ;[.A y 3
by 10:30. We had planned to go to churc_h. I t,resses and tight reb§lllous colls.,{ anq said, |
warned everyone that Iwas goingtodoa ! £ f NAIKOX fS0Qa 3I2 |
(IF you did think that, you would,inmy CI @Sy Q& KIANE | yR GKS INB2dz RI OENIDE SGISE R
case, be mistaken.) and totally take me out of the picture for affirming! We missed church.
at leastan hour and a half. Everything

This week, | must confess, |t_\/\m hair. G6Fa 32Ay3 42 6S¢f Xlxam gggsquf ¥vhy Ié’f%el_sfgcg i 2dzi 27
| could no longer take the pained look m¥he shower. The Extra Moisture responsibility for her hair; 7t could be

daughter gave me as she gestured . because we are still bonding; it could be
dramatically towards her unruly mop and%)ndnmner was no match for the be%a el kRo§/ her l?irtg othlpr aureﬁ
aFAR dGaz2YX cd B BK ak&he’;a“dril?% Rt 2,01d F2NVAYSI granyriot%er and C%FéglViT’S Woﬁld have 2 > y

if, somehow, her chaotic curls were my took tﬂrge of usa pottle of ent and twisted her hair to make it
detangler, leave in moisturizer (and a pof,, » =«

fault) of coffee} an hour JUST to brush those sha tljpl1; yichquR 2_ i‘fé{nfl)d b)e\ t))/ecaf:slé Ie a |
9PSNE 2GKSNJ RI& (i Kdut Théng&ne Ihe diraightentn@Baima > & > ub&% :

. . simply want to be needed, despite my

fine, of course you can go (to school/  the heat glide, the blow dryer, and the time comstraints: but also it is because |

42 00SNX INE OSNE & K 2 fldtiory Ahidur IdeNWBdcanie 0 1A 105 ;

T w irl who wan have gr
that; or you can choose to spray it with check on us; | was more than half done. Loagr sag 0 wanted to have great

gF USNE  2NJ Lidzisighy” |+ KEANERFYREs ) 24 8ol AcfuSns T2 NI A YSKE
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Statement Parkdale United Church

o e A Centre for Spiritual Growth and Social Justice
our We are people with a deep yearning for God and
Community D2RQ& @QAraArzy 27F Soginghoiadl.s 2dz2aGAO0OSTI YR 4
Values 28 NS adzaidrAySR FyR SySNEBAIT SR (2 R2 D

through a strong and caring community.
We help each other to recognize that, at different times, we each need . . .

rest to refresh and rekindle passion

stillness and reflection to discern our callings

lifelong learning for personal and spiritual growth

engagement with others to become stronger individually and collectively
challenges and opportunities for social action

w W w W w

We are a diverse Christian community who covenants with each other to . . .

listen to and for God

be authentic and align our actions with our Ggiden gifts and callings

trust that whatever steps we each take on this journey are the right ones for us

encourage people to participate through personal invitations, believing that saying

deSaé¢ IyR &l éAay3d ay2¢é¢ FFNB SldzZt e K2y2dzNJ of
§ practice gratitude generously

w W w w

1. Create a Communications & Marketing Group to publicize and promote the church,
focusing first on updating the website by:

adding discussion boards that can be used for interactive dialogue, especially
relating to weekly reflections

maintaining current information (e.g. weekly calendar, dates and times for special
servicesmemorial, wedding, etc.) that can be easily accessed

including audio files of sermons
PRIORITIES 2. Discover new church leaders by establishing a Volunteer Coordination Team.

FOR 3. {(NBy3GKSYy YR SELIYR / KAfRNByQas ,2dziKZ I yR
2010- 2011 implementing a plan that encompasses more intergenerational services, anevk A f RNBy Q&
Ministry curriculum, and greater visibility of children and youth within ¢herrch. The new
programs will begin in September 2010.

4. Educate the congregation and increase support for the Mission & Service Edodate the
congregation on our partnerships with Project Ploughshares, BaddAdd Your Light, and
Canadian Humanitariamp(esently under consideratipn

Building Connections & Living Faith & Acting for Justice

CONNECTIONS Page 5



Suggested Future Actions

arising from Lenten Learnings

Spiritual Care & Practice Outreach & Service

s have a weekly or monthly labyrinth walk s help to look after basic needs of Calgary pecple
§ encourage youth to do worship services immigrants, homeless, abused, addicts, depressed,
§ discuss caring for our environment as spiritual bereaved

practice § focus on concrete mission and service projects
§ enhance our library § supportM &S
s hold more book studies § support BangAid, CUPS, Ploughshares, Add Your Light,
s continue with small groups/Food for the Soul Canadian Humanitarian
s add learning programs on conflict resolution, mora § bring in Puppets for Peace

issues, living wills § bring more awareness to bullying among children
§ arrange interfaith dialogues §  support single parents
s SELI YR /KAfRNByQas ,2dzjKZ FyR ClFLYAf& YAYA&(dNER
§ go public with Sunday School
s SYKIFIyOS OKAfRNByQa YdzaAO LINRBINI YA
§ organize groups to go to Naramata
§ start a Food Basket Program: congregation brings

non-perishable food every Sunday and places in
baskets; have children bring baskets up as an
G2 FF SN BEEs in RaitNA y 3

s hold creative, experiential worship that engages and
motivates

§ consider alternative or weekday evening service

§ provide greater support for Healing Touch Ministry,

Empowerment(Leadership, Mentoring) Hospitality & Engagement
discern & encourage different gifts, skills, callings § publicize and promote the church
tSIENY K26 (2 aS@IyasSt all Sés Stam Sadnersh@Sviite other churches
define short and long term goals and actions § use our website for more interactive dialogue

include volunteer recognition in services s form a virtual community with other churches
become more financially sustainaleonsider § start an edialogue with a question to ponder

adding online payment feature to website so that § have a monthly community building event
§
§

w W w W w

donations can be made easily embed Affirming Ministry into all we do
hold coffee houses (set up café tables around churcl to
encourage conversation)

advertise worship services in ti@algary Herald
KFE@gS | alISlF]1SNRna O2NYySNJ I Fi
hold a welcoming workshop

create a covenant with each other (a common
language that we share)

§ commit to meeting someone new once a month

s change where we sit in the pews on Sundays

s have more potluck lunches/birthday celebrations aftg
church

holdDdzS§&da 2 K2Qa /rowhoffed (2| 5AY
consider scavenger hunts and car rallies
consider a music band

hold youth dances

w w w W

=

w W w W

I E—————————»
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Over the summer we will update our data base with the most current information possible. Please fill in the information
Eil OOPOWEOEWEUOx wbOwOi | weEOUwUT 1 parfkdaléuo@télus.fet | DET 6 OUwi OEPOwWDUwUOw)

Thanks for you assistance!

Name of adult:

Birthdate (optional) (d/mly)

| am a member of Parkdale United Church yes no

Name of adult:

Birthdate (optional) (d/mly)

| am a member of Parkdale United Church yes no

"TDOEUI Oz UwOEOI UwEOEwW! PUUT EEUTI UwgOoOOPPOT wEDUUT EEUT Uwi i OxUwbC

Name birthdate (d/m/y)
Name birthdate (d/m/y)
Name birthdate (d/m/y)
Name birthdate (d/m/y)

Home address:

Home telephone number:

Email contacts :

| wish to receive newsletters by email. yes no

I
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mailto:parkdaleuc@telus.net

come togetherd explore faithd seek justice

PARKDALE UNITED CHURGHIynamic community supporting lifelong learning,
nurturing health and welbeing, and seeking justice in the world. We are part of

PARKDALE UNITED CHURH the United Church of Canada, a progressive Christian denomination active across
Canada and with partners worldwide.

2919-8 Avenue NW
Calgary AB T2N 1C8 SUNDAY MORNINGS AT PARKDALE

Worship10:30 am
. Exploring faith in meaningful ways
Phone aasasot Children and Youtt10:30 am
Email: parkdaleuc@telus.net Creative and interactive learning
www.parkdaleunitedcalgary.net
MINISTRY TEAM
MINISTERE&AIl members of the community
WORSHIP, CONGREGATIONAL CARE & DEVELQRMIEEY Laverty
FAITH DEVELOPMENTammy Allan
. MUSIC; Antonina Cox
Wedre on t We, S!;OR YOUT&Nicole Moon

parkdaleunitedcalgary.net SENIOR YOUTHRobert Bossler
ADMINISTRATIONJudy Saggers
FACILITIESMike Hudec

years | ans

Lglise Unie du Canada
The Back Page The United Church of Canada

Our life together this year has secular. to listen to stars and birds, babes and
been punctuated with moments of sages, with an open heart; to study
wonderful celebration and times of hard, think quietly, act frankly, talk
deep despair. As a community we gently, await occasions, hurry never; in
share life together, our personal lives a word, to let the spiritual, unbidden
with their blessings and burdens, and and unconscious, grow up through the
our global circumstances as citizens in O2YY2yXUGKA& A& Y& aay
a world that is beautiful and broken.

Certainly when we are dealing
with the difficult in life, personally or
globally, to have people who walk with
us, and who help us attend to the ways
of Jesus hope, love, trust than even
in those times of disappointment, fear
or sufferirlg we disgover we are not . Blessings & Peace '
Each of us can think back over Fft2ySYX S |INB Ay i RQa
the year and point to various people grace, mercy and peace.
and events that have particularly
shaped our experience, some with joy
and some with sadness.

Murray
Here are some words from

William Henry Channing that might

KSt L) 3dzA RS dza Ay

Gac2 tAOPS O2yisyl o

to seek elegance rather than luxury,

and refinement rather than fashion; to

be worthy, not respectable, and

wealthy, not rich;

What | find especially important
for my faith living, and what | feel is
critical for Christian community is that
we participate in both the good and
difficult. We seek to find the Spirit in it
all, and we resist separating sacred and
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